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Gal. vi. Ver. 9, I0. 


Let. us not be weary in Well-doing ;, for in due ſea- 
ſon we ſhall reap, if we faint not. As we have 
therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all Men, 

eſpecially unto them who are of the Houſhold of 


F. aith, Wi 


caſion doth ſufficiently beſpeak your Attention, I ſhall 

wave therefore all Preambles, that I may the more 
fargely Diſcourſe on theſe Teveral Particulars which are con- 
tain'd in them, viz. d 

I. That it is our Duty to do good, 

II. That we muſt make uſe of all the Opportunities we have 
of doing ſo. 

III. That our“ Beneficence ought to be Univerſal, and we 
are to look upon all Men as proper Objects of it; but yet, 

IV. That we muſt have a particular regard to our fellow 
Chriſtians, thoſe who are of the Houſbold of Faith. | 

V. And laſtiy, That if we perſevere in doing good, we ſhall 
not fail of a Reward, | 

I. That it is our Duty to do good, And I ſhall urge our 
Obligation to it on a double account; the Firſt is, beccuſe we 
are Men; the Second, becauſe we are Chriſti aus. 

As we are Men, we are born Members of a Civil Society; 
and therefore as we partake of the Benefits that flow from it, 
ſo likewiſe hath That ayrigiit to all we can do to promote its 
Happineſs and Welfare, We muſt contribute what in us lies 
to the good of other Men, if we expect they ſhould do the 
ſame by us. For our Life here is a kind of Merchandice, which 
conſiſts in a perpetual Commerce and Exchange of good Offices 
and he that will not perform his part in it, is no more fit to live, 
than that Merchant is to Traffique who takes with him neither 
Yoney nor Goods, but expects to be furniſht out of other Meas 

B — I Stock 


7 THE bare recital of theſe words upon the preſent oc- 
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Stocks for nothing. As ſuch an one would be ſhut out from 
all Trade; fo he that reſolves to be Uncharitable, to further 
no Man's good but his own, ought, in all reaſon, to be driven 
from among Men, into a Wilderneſs, there to inhabit with Rocks 
and Wild Beaſts, Creatures of his own Complexion. If this 
ſeem hard and grievous, let him but conſider what difference there 
- would be betwixt a Wilderneſs and a City, were all the Inhabi- 
tants of his unnatural! Temper : were Men as void of Com- 
paſſion as Lyons and Bears, had they no more Bowels than the 
Rocks, were they as inſenſible of one another's Neceſſities as 
Stocks and Stones, to be moved with no Cries of the Fatherleſs 
and Widow, to be melted with no Sighs and Groans of the 
Miſerable and AﬀMicted. Were this the caſe once, all the Bonds 
of Communion muſt neceſſarily be broken; Man would no 
longer be a Sociable Creature, and conſequently no Man. 

2, But then, if to this Conſideration of our being Men, we 
2dd the other alſo that we are Chriſtians, we ſhall find the Ob- 
ligation to grow upon us, and that we, of all Men living, ought 
to be employ'd in doing good. Charity is the diſtinguiſhing 
Character of our Religion, and 'tis from the Extent of zh, 
that a Chriſtian is known from a Few or an Heathen. They 
ſay, Love your Friend, and hate your Enemy : but we, Diſciples 
of a good and gracious and merciful Saviour, muſt love our E. 
nemies, bleſs them that curſe us, do good to them that hate us, 

nd pray for them that deſpitefully uſe and perſecute us. For o- 
(ther we cannot be the Children of our Father which is in Hea- 
ven, who makes his Sun to riſe on the Evil and on the Good, 
and ſends his Rain on the Juſt and on the Unjuſt, Mat. 5. 45: 
Goodneſs ſcems to be God's beloved Attribute; twas this alone 
that moved him to create the World; rather than want Objects th; 
about which to employ his loving Kindneſs and Mercy, he choſe © 
to make them out of nothing; and *twas from the Creature's of 
Incapacity, not from any Deſect in the Divine Power and Good. the 
neſs, that they were not from all Eternity. And as He made d 
us at firſt, ſo doth he ſi ill by the continual influence of his Pro- 


| vidence preſerve us. In him we live, move, and have our Be- fo 
ing; The Powers of our Souls and Bodfes are ſupported by him " 
even in the very Inſtant wherein we abuſe them to his diſho- d 
nour. Should I now go on, and to theſe Acts of Creation and th 
Providence endeavour at an account of that other ſtupendous of 
one of our Redemption by his Son's meritorious Death and Paſ- 
fron ; ſhould I tell you that, rather than deliver us up to tha W 
Vengeance his Juſtice call'd for upon our Diſobedience, he choſ e 


to giye the immaculate Jas ont of lis oyn Boſom, God Haftet 
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for ever, to live here a wretched Life, and at laſt die an ac- 
curſed and bitter Death, and all this to retrieve ns from Horror 
and Woe to Salvation and Happineſs ; ſhould I but mention the 
earneſt ſtrivings of his Holy Spirit with us, how he begs and 
entreats us to be happy, affords us means of Grace, and prompts 
us to make vſc of them, with all the other admirable Contriv- 
ances of infinite Love and Wiſdom for our Good; Lord! where 
ſhould I begin! where, when ſhould I make an end! Who can 
ſbew forth the loving kindneſs of the Lord, or declare the wor- 
ders that he doth for the Children of Men? And can we 
know all this, and at the ſame time be unfruitful in this 
knowledge? Can we be Chriſtians and Uncharitable toge- 
ther? O, no. Let us not deceive our ſelves, A bare Belief 
of the Articles of the Chriſtian Faith will not ſuffice, For the 
Devils and the damn'd might expect to be ſaved at that rate. 
But the only Way to Heaven that I know of, is by Faith 
working by Love. 

To do good then is our Duty, both as we are Men, and as 
we are Chriſtians, hams now to ſhew, 

II. That we muſt make uſe of all the Opportunities we have 
of doing good. As we have opportunity let us do good. And 
ſo many and ſo various are the Opportunities of doing good, 
that there is not a Day paſſes wherein we meet not with an 
occaſion of doing our Neighbour ſome good Office or other, 
nay, of benefiting all Mankind by our Prayers at leaſt! But I 
ſhall confine my {elf to the conſideration of this opportunity 
alone, which is at preſent in our Hands, wiz. the Education of 
Poor Children in the Knowledge and Fear of God, A Charity 
ſo Beneficial in its own Nature, and at this time ſo ſeaſonable, 
that there is ſcarcely any other to be compar'd with it. For 
can any thing in the World conduce more to the Advantage 
of the Chilaren themſelves, to the Service of the Publick, to 
the Honour of God, and Advancement of Religion, than this 
doth ? As for the Children themſelves, wherein can they be be- 
nefited more than in their everlaſting [Intereſt ? That ' Ivtereſt 
for #hich alone it was worth their while to be born, and in 
which ſhould they miſcarry, better had it been for them they 
never had been born. And how great their danger was in 
this regard, we may but too eaſily perceive by the vicious Lives 
of thoſe who have had no other Education than many of theſe 
were likely to have met with; and my Heart trembles to think 
what multitudes of wretched Souls are now caſt out into outer 
Darkneſs, and have their portion with Devils, which, had they 
ber bd win the lms Educetin a cle 4s preſent. re 
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might have had their Lot among the Saints, and have ſat dow! 
with Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob in the Kingdom of Heaven. 
Nor yet is this Charity confined to their Spiritual Part only: 
For whil{ the Salvation of their Souls is taken care of, their 
Bodies alſo partake in a proportionable ſhare of the Advantage, 
I ſpeak not of that decent Cloathing, for which they have ex- 
chang'd their Rags and Tatters; but that whilſt they are 
bred up in the Nurture and Admonition of the Lord, whillt they 
are taught to ſeek ſirſt the Kingdom of God and his Righteouſ- 
neſs, they are entitled to the only never failing Fund of all Ne- 
caries, even that Promiſe of God, All theſe things ſhall be 
added unto yeu, Mat. 6, 33. Ani as to the Publick ; What 
greater Service can be done it, than by a good Education 
to render thoſe uſeful Members to the Commonwealth which 
otherwiſe would prove Burthens and Nuiſances to it? For 'tis 
thro' want of Education that our Streets are peſter'd with 
Beggars, our Highways infeſted with Robbers, our Goals fill'd 
with Criminals and Bankrupts, and our Gallows's loaded 
with Thieves and M:rtherers. | | 

The ill Education of Children is to the Body Politick, what 
en Error in the firſt Concoction is to the Natural, it is very 
difficult, if not altogether impoſſible, to correct it afterwards, 
but the Blood is thereby corrupted, and noxious Humours in- 
creaſed, ſo as in time to deſtroy the very Vitals, unleſs they 
be carry'd off by ſome Evacuations or other, which many 
times muſt be very violent too. And we ce, that in a cor» 
rupted Nation the Sword of Fuſtice can ſeldom draw Blood 
enough; and therefore God unſheatbs the Sword of War 
which draws more plentifully, From whence we may evident- 
ly perceive the unſpeakable Miſchief of breeding up Youth 
in Ignorance and Jrreligion, ſince thereby a Nation may be 
brought into ſuch a State, that one of the ſevereſt Judgments 
may be a Mercy to it, and the only way to ſave it, is to caſt 
it into the extremeſt Danger, Whereas by a good and Virtu- 
ou, Education, we ſhould all learn to do our Duties in our 
leveral Stations, thereby promoting the Welfare and Proſperity 
of the Publick; and as there then would be no need, ſo nei- 
ther would God be provoked to draw his Sword upon us, but 
He would rejoyce over us to do us good, 
The Corruption indeed of Humane Nature is ſuch, that it 
is not to be expected that eventhe beſt Education ſhould have its 
due effect upon all; there is here and there one harden'd againſt 
the molt powerful Means of Grace and Salvation; but yet a 
629d Education is of that :force and efficacy, that, generally 
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ſpeaking, Train up à Child in the way he ſhould go, and when 
he is old, he will not depart from it. This Obſervation was 
made long ſinoe by the wiſeſt of Men, and is grounded upon Ex- 
perience, and affirm'd by the Spirit of God, Prov. 22. 6. So 
that the Number of ſuch Reprobates can be but ſmall in com- 
pariſon, and the Exorbitancies of theſe will be eaſily reſtrained 
by a due Execution of the Laws egainſt Immorality and Pro- 
faneneſs. For the Sources of Impiety being thus ſtop'd, or 
rather thoſe Fountains being heal'd, and inſtead of bitter Wa- 
ters ſending forth ſweet, that Deluge of Wickedneſs, which as 
yer overflows the Land, will abate daily; ſo that Mugiſtratet, 
to whoſe Negligence in the Execution of their Office and il Ex- 
ample (as our Parliament declared to our late Sovereigy of 
bleſſed Memory, and methinks it ſhould make the Ears of 
all Magiſtrates tingle to hear it) the Debanchery and Profane - 
neſs of the Nation is chiefly owing, The Magiſtrates, I ſay, it 
is to be hop'd, will not, for the future, think it in vain to 
ſtrive againſt the Stream, but exerting their Power, as by 
their Oarhs and all the Obligations of Conſcience they are bound 
to Co, Yice Will be ſo cruſh'd as to be no longer National. 
And then, as for the Miſcarriages of a few private Perſons, 


| which it is impoſſible wholly to prevent, they will be to the 


Body of the Nation no more than what unavoidable Slips and 
Infirmities are to good Men ; ſo that notwithſtanding them, 
we ſhall be in the ſight of God, an Holy, and, of Conſequence, 
an Happy People. 

Thus it appears, in ſome meaſure, how ſerviceable the pre- 
ſent Charity is to the Publick, and therein alſo to the Honour 
ok.God, which is diſplay'd in nothing more than in che Wel- 
fare and Proſperity of Kingdoms and States profeſſing his Holy 
and Eternal Truth. But it hath a more direct and immediate 
tendenc to that end, the very Deſign of it being to breed 
up thoſe, who from their Infancy were dedicated to his Ser- 
vice, in ſuch a manner, that they may walk worthy of the Vo- 
cation wherewith they are call'd, that they may be Chriſtians 
in reality as well as Name, and that their Light may fo ſhine 
before Men, that others ſceing their good Works, may glo- 
iy our Father which is in Heaven. 

This End I doubt not but, thro! the Bleſſing of God, will 
in time be fully anſwer' d, nay tis in ſome ſort anſwer'd alrea- 
dy; for whilſt we ſee theſe Poor Children behaving themſelves 
thus decently in the Houſe of God, and joyning in all the parts 
of publick Worſhip ; doth it not call to mind the Children 


crying in the Temple, Hoſanns to _= Son of David? And — 
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we not remember that Expreſſion of our 2 thereupon, Mi re 
Out of the Mouth of Babes and Sucklings thou haſt perfefted fick! 
_ Mat. 21. 15, 16. „ 
urthermore, It would be anjaſt, were it poſſible for us, 
not to take notice how much God is Honour d by this Charity, 
eren abſtrafed from the bleſſed Conſequences that are to be 
expected from it. It is of it ſelf an Odour of a ſweet ſmell, 
a Sacrifice acceptable, well pleaſing to God. And who can do 
otherwiſe than praiſe and admire this Grace of the Holy Spirit, 
by which ſo many Perſons of all Ranks and in all Parts of the 
Nation have been excited to an Undertakivg of this Nature, 
and at ſuch a Time as this is? An Undertaking that requires 
a great Expence, at a Time when to all outward appearance, we 
were leaſt able.to bear it, under the Charges of an expenſive 
War. But yet notwithſtanding theſe Difficulties the Work, 
goes on, and, bleſſed be God, proſpers in our hand, And well Wo cc 
3s it for us that it is undertaken at this time; for never could 
it have been more ſeaſonable, = | 
There hath been a very ſenſible decay -of Chriſtianity a- 
mong us for theſe threeſcore Years and more. The Confu- 
| ſions of the great Rebellion were attended with as great Confuſion 
in Church or State. Under that Anarchy, Hereticks ſpawn'd 
like the Frogs in Egypt, and croak'd all over the Nation; by 
theſe was the Faith corrupted : And there being at the ſame 
time the moſt horrid Impieties committed under the greateſt 
pretences to Godlineſs, Multitudes abhorr'd the very appear- 
ance of Religion, and choſe to live like Heathens, that they 
might avoid the imputation of Puritaniſm ; and thus went 
all Morality (to wreck. The Efforts that were made to 
retrieve 61 7 Faith or Morals, were in the mean while, if 
any at all, ſo faint and weak, that had not God put it into 
the Hearts of ſome excellent Perſons to try ſome more ef- 
fectual Methods, we were in a fair way very quickly to have 
had little of either, Now indeed-we may perceive ſome ſtir- 
Tings of Spiritual Life, our dry Bones begin to move, and 
there is greater hope of à Recovery than in ſo ſhort a time 
could have been expected. But as yet we find our ſelves in ſo 
10 a ſtate, and our Diſeaſe is ſo far from being conquer'd, that it 
is as yer attended with terrible Convulſions. For never did 
the Devil and his Angels ſtruꝑ gle more violently than at this 
Day. There is not one Article of our Faith but what is 
{truck at with the utmoſt Malice, nay, even the Authority of 
the Holy Scriptures is openly attack d by profeſs d Enemies of 
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| (9 
n, Ni reveab'd Religion, and ſecrethy undermined by Exthufiaſ 
ed Wick Pretenders to the Light within. | 

The Execution of the Laws againſt Immoralify and Pro- 


1s, Wanencſs is by many ridiculed and diſcountenanced; and yet 
ty, hat need there is of a Vigorous Execution of them I leave 


o the Judgment of any one. that doth but paſs the Streets, 
ould we ever have ſunk into ſo baſe a Degeneracy had all 
pur Youth been Educated, as they ought to have been, in 
he Fear and Knowledge of God? And was it not high time 
he Wo put a ſtop to the growing Miſchief, by entering upon 
-e, Whoſe Methods, which, had they been always put in practice, 
-es Wright have utterly prevented it? That the preſent Chari- 
ve WF) is one of thoſe Methods, and a moſt ſeaſonable one too, 
ve NVe cannot doubt, For what courſe, think we, would theſe 
Poor Children have taken, had they been ſent abroad into 
o corrupt a World, without the Preſervative of a good 
ducation ? Even that to which the Corraption of their own 
Nature had moſt enclined them. For want of ſound Prin- 
iples, they would have been carried about with every wind 
u- If Doctrine, that had happen'd to whiſtle in their Ears, 
on nd been overthrown by every Temptation that had lain in 
d heir way. But now, tho' I inſtance in theſe Poor Children, 
by W would not be miſtaken” as if I thought only the Chilaren 
ne f the Poor could be ruined thro' want of Education, No, 
t he Children of the Rich are liable, God knows, to the very 
r- Wame; for there is the ſame Original Pravity of Nature in 
y ne as the other. But it is to be preſum'd that They, who 
nt re able to give their Children a good Education, will not 
to Wuffer them to go without it. Eſpecially now that they ſee 
if he Children of the Poor enjoy ſo great a Bleſſmg. For it 
to Would be a Sin and a Shame ſhould the Rich ſuffer their 
f- hildren to go untaught and undiſciplin d, when the Children 
„e of the Poor are brought up, before their Eyes, to good 
r-. Learning and Manner;, Certainly this ſhould raiſe a laudable 
mulation in them, and they ſhould look upon themſelves 
oncern'd in Honour, as well as Conſcience, to ſee that their 


ie 
ſo Children may not be excell'd in Learning and Virtue by thoſe 
it Who are of ſo much inferior Rank and Station to them in 


he World. And if ſo, we have another Reaſon, which alone 
is Were ſufficient to recommend the preſent Charity to us. It 
is Ws indeed in the whole ſo highly beneficial, and upon ſo ma- 
f Wy accounts, that ſhould I ſtand to reckon up all the Ad- 
Ff * of it, I ſhould not have time to ſpeak to any thing 
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This only ſhall T ſay further concerning it, that the Me- 
thod in which it is managed is ſo agreeable to the Temper and 
Spirit of the Goſpel, that all who call taemſelves Chriſtian; . 
ſhould, one would think, be ambitious of coming into it, 
and promoting it to the utmoſt of their Power, 

From thoſe who differ from us in the Fundamentals of 
Religion, much, indeed, is not to be expected : but as for 
thoſe whoſe Diſſent ion hath no other Ground than Ofence taken 
at our Rites and Ceremonies, and Forms of Church Government, | 
cannot ſce why they ſhould not joyn in it with Heart and 
Hand. 
The Children, tis true, are inſtructed in the Church Ca 
techiſm: And what is that but an excellent Summary of 
the Fundamentals of our common Chriſtianity ? T hey are 
withal taught to worſhip God according to the eſtabliſh'd 
Liturgy : And what is that, but ſuch a Form of Worſhip, as, 
to ſay the leaſt that can be ſaid in its Praiſe, the Foreign 
Churches highly approve of; and the Diſſenters themſelves 
have acquitted from the Charge of any thing ſinful, by Oc. 
caſimally communicating in the moſt ſolemn parts of it? 
So that if any of them ſtand out, and refuſe to contribute 
meerly becauſe things are not managed juſt according to their 
Will and Pleaſure; I muſt needs ſay, They are Perſons very 
much addicted to Party and Faction; and, how highly ſo- 
ever they may eſteem their own Way, they do, by their Be- 
haviour, give us but little cauſe to with that any Body elſe 
ſhould be bred up in it, For when Men can be content 
that Children ſhould periſh for want of Inſtruction, rather 
than that they ſhould enjoy the Means of Grace and Sal- 
vation in the Communion of the Church, They do but too 
apparently diſcover what Spirit they are of; and I deſire 
them, as they love their own Souls, ſeriouſly to conſider 
It, 

Thus much 1 am ſure of, that they have here a noble 
opportunity of doing good put into their Hends; but how 
they will anſwer to God their rejecting of it, I cannot yet 
ſee. God grant they themſelves may ſee to it ſometime be- 
fore the great and terrible Day of Account comes, As for 
you, my Brethren much honoured and beloved, who conti- 
nue in the Unity of the Church, I need ſay the leſs to you, 
ſince it is among you this Charity firſt took its Riſe, and 
1s by you in a manner Wholly ſupported, I fay in a man 
ner, becauſe there are found among thoſe of the Separation 
allo ſome few of ſo Chriſtian a Spitit as to give you ſome 
| Aſſi 


E 
ſiſtance in it; May God remember them for it, and wipe 
out this their good Deed for their failings in other fre- 
ects toward the Church of God, but ſpare them for his 
rey ſake». But yet among our ſelves, there are ſome, ' I 
ar, to be found whoſe Hearts are fo ſet upon the World, as 
d lay hold neither on this oppertunity of Caing good, nor 
y other. And indeed how can it be expected, that they 


1 ſho lay not hold on this, ſhould lay hold on any other? 
dat hall I ſay to theſe? Or under what Name ſhall I 


dreſs my ſelf to them? Do they deſerve the Name of 
hurchmen ? They who are a diſhonour even to the Chri- 
an name? They who have no Faith, or no better than 
one, a dead Faith, the Faith of Devils? Can the Church 
Wok upon theſe as her Children? Or will Chriſt own them 


4 t the laſt Day ? No; He hath plainly told us what they 
2 e to expect, even to be ſet among the Goats on the 
ff ft Hand, and to have that dreadfal Sentence paſs'd up- 
WJ" chem, Depart from me ye curſed into everlaſting fire, pre- 
7 f f 

red for the Devil and his Angels. For I was an hungry, 


nd ye gave me no meat, Cc. Mat. 25. 41, 42. But on 
he other hand, You who are Contributors to this Charity, 
ave great reaſon to bleſs God for this opportunity, and great- 
r yet for the Grace he hath given you to lay hold on it, 
ks many of you, eſpecially as contribute in a juſt Propor- 
ion to your Abilities, and the Exigencies of the Occaſion. 
he reſt indeed have not cauſe for ſo entire a Satisfacti- 
in themſelves. For, tho' I dare not ſay that what they 
Io will not be accepted of God in ſome meaſure, yet 
o far as they fall ſhort of doing what they might, and 
hat the occaſion requires, ſo far do they fall ſhort of do- 
ng their Duty, nor do they come up to the full extenc 
ff the Apoſtles Rule; As we have opportunity let us do good. 
hat then? Is this an opportunity for the Rich only to 
xerciſe their Charity upon? May not the Poor alſo bear 
ſhare in it? Yes, certainly. For tho' this Charity be of 
uch a nature as to require large Contributions, and muſt 
herefore depend upon the Rich chiefly for its ſupport; yet 
he Poor may hereupon give ſuch Teſtimonies of their Bene- 
dence, as ſhall turn very much to their own account, tho 

hey amount but to little in other reſpects. 
We find that under the Law, God accepted of a Turtle 
Dove or an Young Pigeon, at the Hands of thoſe who were 
ot able to bring a Lamb, Lev. 12. 8, and the Two Mites 
he poor Widow caſt into the Treaſury of the Temple, 
| Were? 
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were of more yalue in his ſight than the vaſt Sums of the 
Rich, Luke 21. He indeed that ſoweth little, when he 
may ſow plenteouſly, ſhall reap little: but he that ſoweth 

little with a liberal hand, and would ſow more had he men 
to ſow, ſhall reap plenteouſy. Upon the whole therefore, 
none of us all, whether Rich or Poer, can take better ad. 
vice, 25 touching this matter, than that which good old 
Tobit gave his Son, wiz. Be merciful after thy Power, If 
| thou haſt much, give plenteonſly. If thou haſt little, de th 
diligence gladly to give of that little: for ſo gathereſt thay 
thy ſelf a good reward in the day of neceſſity. Tob. 4. 8, 9. 


Having thus conſider'd the Obligation that lies upon us F all 
to Works of Charity in general, and to this Work A. par- | 58 
ticular which now lies upon our Hands; I proceed to con. * * 


| ſider the Extent of Charity in relation to its Object. And ; 
KS | herein I ſhall be brief, having upon the laſt Head ran to 2 
much greater length than I at firſt intended, tho' I kept. 


i my ſelf, all the while, under a great reſtraint. Where-W"”* * 
Gre, | «ba 
a 


III. Our Beneficence muſt be univerſal, and we are to 
| 5 look upon all Men as proper Objects of it. A Righteow 
f Man, ſaitli Solenan, regardeth the Life of his Beaſt, Prov. 12. 

10. and if fo he will, certainly regard the Good and Welfare 
of every Min; of Man his Brother by Nature, born o 

| the ſame Stoce, and made after the Image of the lame Gods 
| The Perverſeneſs indeed and Malice of ſome Men is ſuch, 
that to do them Good, is to do our ſelves a Miſchief; 
nay, God knows, we are often forced to fight in our own 
defence, and to take away other Mens Lives to ſave our 
own. But theſe are exempt Caſes, wherein we are ſo far 
from having any opportunity of doing Men good, that we 
he under an unhappy mnzcefſiry of doing them harm. But 


| all other Caſcs, we are obliged to do every Man all the 


good we can, and to benefit even our Enemies as far as B 
onſiſtent with our own {ifety and welfare. For ſo faith 
e Scripture, If thine Enemy be hungry, give him bread 1 

rat; and if he be thirſty, give him water to drink, Prov, 

25. 21. If therefore our very Enemies be Objects of our 

Charity, the reſt of Mankind are unqueſtionably ſo. Buff! 

- foraſinuch as we are weak indigent Creatures, and the Sphere dt! 
of our Activity lies within ſo narrow a compaſs, that altho' — 

we are obliged to wiſh well to all, we can actually do 1 

good but to a few, it is neceſſary that we make a diſtin- * 

ction betwixt Men, and in the diſpenſation of our Charity ki 
prefe ** 
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* efer ſome before others upon the Account, either of 
ein eir perſonal Merit, or urgency of their Neceſſities, or the 


elation we have to them of Kindred, Triendſbip, Neighbour- 
od, & c. all which are ſufficient grounds for ſuch. a diſtin- 
tion; but yet none of them to ſtand in competition with 
at of Chriſtianity, they having one Lord, one Faith, one 


old a e ah. 

on. For in doing good, 
„IV. We muſt have a particular regard to our Fellow Chri- 
} iam, thoſe of the Heuſbold of Faith, And good Reaſon 


why ; for theſe are the neareſt Relations we have upon Earth. 
he Communion of particular Chriſtians with one another, and 
F all wich Chriſt, is fo ſtrict and cloſe, that it unites us in- 
o one Body, of which he is the Head, Thus ouriApoſtle, 
\nd Rom. 12. 4, 5. As we have many Members in one Body, fo 
pe being many are one Body in Chriſt, and every one Mem- 
ers one of another, And 1 Cor. 10. 17. We being many, 
gre one Bread and one Body, and Ch. 12. 27, Now ye are 
he Body of Chriſt, and Members in particular. And if fo, 
hat Relation can be nearer to us? Can any thing be dear- 
r to a Man, than the Members of his own Body, his own 
leſh, and his own Bones ? It is ſaid indeed, that à Man 
all leave Father and Mother, and ſhall be joyn d unto his 
ife, and they two ſhall be one Fleſh, Eph. 5. 31, So that 


3 the Conjug al Unity may ſeem to be as great as the Chri- 
chien: But yet it is not. For that is Carnol, this Spiritu- 
7 al. Two ſhall be one Fleſh: but thoſe that are jon d unto 
une Lerd are one Spirit, 1 Cor. 6. 17, Beſides, that Unity 


is enly the Type, this the Subſtance; that the Shadow, this 
the Reality, Eph. 5. 32. In as much then as the Subſtance 
exceeds the Type, the Reality the Shadow, and the Spirit 
zul the ef, fo much is the Relation betwixt Chriſtians nearer 
he chan any earthly Relation whatſoever, Whence it follows, 
even according to the dictates of Nature, that in doing good 
it we ought to have an eſpecial regard to the Howſhold of Faith, 
and prefer our Fellow Chriſtians before any other. 

Since therefore we are obliged, ſo far as it lies in our 
Power, to do good to all Men, and among Men, eſpectal- 
ly to Chriſtians : behold here the moſt noble Obje# of Cha- 
rity in the World, Children, the moſt endearing part of 
Mankind, thoſe whom we naturally tender, and our Bowels 
48 yearn upon at the very firſt ſight. Chriſtian Children too, 
Members of God's Family, and of the Houſhold of Faith, 


e enbreced der in bis Sv, and Fig bis Hand: when 
| | SY" 


ſuch as our Lord could not endure ſhould be kept from 
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them, and bleſs'd them, Theſe are the Lambs of Cliri 
Flock, againſt whom that roaring Lyon the Devil hath a p 
ticular ſpite ; and ſhall not we do our utmoſt to ref 
them out of his Jaws? Certainly we muſt have but vr 
little regard to our Saviour himſelf, if we can deſpiſe thy 
to whom He ſhew'd ſo great an Affection; and muſt 
but a mean eſteem of the Merits of his Death, if wer 
backward in promoting thoſe Ends for which He di 
Theſe Conſiderations alone are ſufficient to engage every 6 
in the preſent Charity, that hath but the leaſt ſpark 
Chriſtianity in his Heart; but yet there is another very p 
vailing one yet to be ſpoken to, viz. | 

v. If we perſevere in doing good, we ſhall not fail 
a reward. Let us not be weary in well doing, for in 
ſeaſm we ſhall reap if we faint not. Tho' God un tf 
very Trame of his Laws did manifeſtly conſult our gou 
and ſo joyn our Duty and Welfare together, that to 66 


him is for our own Intereſt ; yet, ont of his abundant Meg 


cy, he hath added the encouragement of many great 2 
pfecious Promiſes to engage us to Obedience, This 1s 
parent in all the Inſtances of our Duty, but in none me 
than /this of Charity, which hath the Promiſe of this I 
and that which is to come. For as to this Life, it is t 
moſt profitable thing we can undertake, He that lets a 
his Wealth upon it is the wiſeſt Uſurer that ever was; Fe 
his Security is good, the Lord of Heaven and Earth is | 
D:btor, an he hath paſs'd his word for repayment ; Fe 
ic is written, Prov. 19, 17. He that hath pity on the Pu 
lendith to the Lord; and look what he layeth out ſhall | 
paid him again. And accordingly, it is often ſeen that th 
Eſtates of Charitable Men are even in this World proſpe 
rous: They thrive themſelves, and convey the bleſſing dom 
to their Poſteritv. So true is it which the holy Pſalmi 
faith, 1 have been young, and now am old, yet have I n 
ſeen the Righteous 1 nor his Seed begging their Bread 
Now iy the Righteors 's want the Charitable Man here; fa 
it follows, that he u ever merciful and lendeth, and hi 
Seed 13 bleſſed, Flal. 37. 25, 26. Which words yet an 
not to be interpreted as if *twere impoſſcble for a Charit 
ble Man or his Poſter. j to be reduced to Want; For the 
are ſome Sins, as for inſtance, Drunukenneſs, Adultery, Gam 
ing, Oc. in their own nature ſo waſtful and expenſive as to 
corſume even the Incomes of Charity, ſo that nothing leſ 
than 4 Miracle can keep thoſe who are guilty of them from 

iT ſtarying 
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ſtarving. And if a Charitable Perſon. be at any time res 
duced to want, I am apt to think that his own Conſcience, 
if well examined, would quickly acquaint him with ſufficient 
cauſe for it. But this I ſpeak only in general, and accor- 
ding to the ordinary courſe of God's Diſpenſations: there 
may indeed be ſome particular caſes, wherein for the tryal 
of Man's Faith and Patience, or ſome other good and wiſe 
reaſon, God may viſit even the beſt of his Servants with ex- 
treme Poverty, as he did Job and Lazarus; but then he is 
ſure to recompence them abundantly for it afterward, as he 
did the very ſame Perſons, the one, with all the Bleſſings this 
World could afford, and the other, with the Comforts and 
Joys of Abraham's Boſom. 

And if this Cafe ſhould happen to be any of ours, we 
ſhould upon the whole have but little caule to complain. 
We are unjuſt therefore to God if we abſtain from Works 
of Charity thro fear of want. He hath promiſed that in due 
ſeaſon we ſhall reap if we faint not, Let us then chearfully 
perſevere in our Duty, and truſt him with our Reward ; for 
if we once with-hold our Hands, all our good Deeds are utter- 
ly loſt, not one of them will be remember' d; but for the 
iniquity we ſhall commit we ſhall die, Ezek. 18. 24. And 
indeed, how can we reaſonably. expect any reward at God's 
hands, when decauſe it doth not come juſt when we would have 
it, we do in effect openly declare that we dare truſt him no 
longer ? This is ſuch an affront to a God jealous of his Ho- 
nour, as can deſerve no other return than Eternal Death, As 
therefore we expect any comfort from the good Dzeds we have 
already done, or the Salvation of our Souls to all Eternity, 
let us not draw back for whatever diſcouragements we may 
poſſibly meet with here: Let us not be weary in well doing, but 
proceed reſolutely on, and then we may aſſure our ſelves that 
we ſhall be rewarded one time or other. In due ſeaſon we 
ſhall reap if we faint not, God knows beſt how and when 
to recompence us. Let us then reſign up our Wills to his, and 
patiently wait his leiſure : For his is the due Seaſon, not ours. 
Let us abound in good Works, let us ſow pleutifully, and we 
ſhall reap plentifully, But the time of our Harveſt we muſt 
leave to God, for that is in his diſpoſal alone, and well it is for 
us that it is ſo, For had we the command of it, we ſhould, 
no doubt, be over-haſty ; like the miſtruſtful Husbandman, we 
ſhould gather our Crop before it were ripe, and ſo loſe the 
greateſt part of the Advantage, if not all, We ſhould be apt 
to take it in the good Things of this World, in Temporal Blel- 


lings 
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lings and Proſperity ; we ſhould not have patience enough t& 
"wt grow 3 — Crowns and Scepters, and Eternal Bliſi 
in the World to come. As St. Chnſeſtem underſtands the 
words, they ſhould be tranſlated, We [hall reap without faint 
ing. A new and wonderful kind of Harveſt, ſaith he; in our 
common Harveſt the Reaper is at as much toll and pains as was 
the Sewey, but not ſo in that. It is true indeed that all the' 
Advantages of this Life are ordinarily attended with Labour 
and Sorrow, and it is the Bleſſm2 of the Lord (the Charitable 
Man's Portion alone) that maketh Rich, and he addeth no Ser- 
yow with it, Prov. 10. 22. But why do I talk of zhis Life? 
When the Great Day of our Harveſt is come; and our Lord 
ſhall have pronounced upon us this Sentence, Come ye bleſſed 
of my Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for you from 
the foundation of the World. . For I was an hungry, and ye 
gave me meat: I was thirſty, and ye gave me drink: I was 
a ſtranger, and ye took me in: naked, and ye clothed me: ſich, 
and ye viſited me: In priſen, and ye came unto me: Mat. 25, 
34, Cc. Then is there a final end to all Lebour and Sorrow, 
and we ſhall have nothing to do but to enjoy pure and unmixt 
Delights, and to Reign with God to all Eternity. A State of 
Happineſs beyond all thought or expreſſion. May God of his 
infinite Mercy give us all that due ſenſe of, and value for it, 
that we may not thro' an Improvident parſimony forfeit our 
Title to it, amd by a miſtaken frugality throw away a Crown 
infinitely more precious than ten thouland Worlds. | 


And now, O bleſſed God, who art good, and doeft goad, 
give us a Grace to imitate thee ( ſo far as humane 
HI eaknefs allows) in that thy moſt glorious Attribute; 

> and the good Work which Thou haſt begun in theſe 
thy Servants, do tou accompliſh unto the Day of our 
Lord Jeſis Chriſt, unto whom with Thee and the Ho- 
b Ghrf? be al Honour and Glory for ever and ever, 
men, 
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